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Americans’ faith in institutions has been sliding for years 


The U.S. Capitol is seen at dawn on Friday, Oct. 20, 2023, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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By GARY FIELDS and LINLEY SANDERS 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — For many Americans, the 
Republican dysfunction that has ground business in the 
U.S. House to a halt as two wars rage abroad and a 
budget crisis looms at home is feeding into a longer-term 
pessimism about the country’s core institutions. 
The lack of faith extends beyond Congress, with recent 
polling conducted both before and after the leadership 
meltdown finding a mistrust in everything from the courts 
to organized religion. The GOP internal bickering that for 
nearly three weeks has left open the speaker’s position 
— second in line to the presidency — is widely seen as 
the latest indication of deep problems with the nation’s 
bedrock institutions. 
Continued on Page 3 


UP FRONT 
Monday 23 october 2023 
A2 


Blinken, Austin say U.S. is ready to respond if U.S. personnel become 
targets of Israel-Hamas war 


By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press 
REHOBOTH 
BEACH, 
Del. 
(AP) — Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and De- 
fense Secretary Lloyd Aus- 
tin on Sunday said the Unit- 
ed States expects the Isra- 
el-Hamas war to escalate 
through 
involvement 
by 
proxies of Iran and asserted 
that the Biden administra- 
tion is prepared to respond 


if American personnel or 
armed forces become the 
target of any such hostili- 
ties. 
“This is not what we want, 
not what we’re looking for. 
We don’t want escalation,” 
Blinken said. “We don’t 
want to see our forces or 
our personnel come under 
fire. But if that happens, 
we’re ready for it.” 
Austin, 
echoing 
Blinken, 


said “what we’re seeing is 
a prospect of a significant 
escalation of attacks on 
our troops and our people 
throughout the region.” 
He said the U.S. has the 
right to self-defense “and 
we won’t hesitate to take 
the appropriate action.” 
The warning from the high- 
ranking U.S. officials came 
as Israel’s military response 
to a deadly Oct. 7 attack 


by Hamas on civilians in 
communities in southern Is- 
rael entered its third week. 
Israeli warplanes struck tar- 
gets across Gaza overnight 
and into Sunday, as well as 
two airports in Syria and a 
mosque in the occupied 
West Bank allegedly used 
by militants as the war 
threatened to engulf more 
of the Middle East. 
Israel has traded fire with 
Lebanon’s Hezbollah mili- 
tant group on a near-daily 
basis since the war began, 
and tensions are soaring in 
the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank, where Israeli forces 
have battled militants in 
refugee camps and car- 
ried out two airstrikes in re- 
cent days. 
The U.S. announced Sun- 
day that non-essential staff 
at its embassy in Iraq should 
leave the country. 
Blinken, who recently spent 
several days in the region, 
spoke of a “likelihood of es- 
calation” while saying no 
one wants to see a second 
or third front to the hostilities 
between Israel and Hamas, 
which rules Gaza. 
He said he expects “esca- 
lation by Iranian proxies di- 
rected against our forces, 
directed against our per- 


sonnel, and added: “We 
are taking steps to make 
sure that we can effective- 
ly defend our people and 
respond decisively if we 
need to.” Iran is an enemy 
of Israel. 
Blinken, 
appearing 
on 
NBC’s “Meet the Press,” 
noted that additional mili- 
tary assets had been de- 
ployed to the region, in- 
cluding two aircraft carrier 
battle groups, “not to pro- 
voke, but to deter, to make 
clear that if anyone tries to 
do anything, we’re there.” 
President Joe Biden, re- 
peatedly has used one 
word to warn Israel’s en- 
emies against trying to take 
advantage of the situation: 
“Don’t.” 
Meanwhile, trucks loaded 
with food, water and other 
supplies that Palestinians 
living in Gaza desperately 
need continued to enter 
the enclave on Sunday 
after a key crossing at the 
border 
with 
Egypt 
was 
opened a day earlier to 
allow humanitarian assis- 
tance to begin flowing. 
But Cindy McCain, execu- 
tive director of the U.N. 
World Food Program, said 
the situation in Gaza re- 
mained “catastrophic.”q 


From left, Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo, Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken and President Joe Biden listen during 
a meeting with European Council President Charles Michel 
and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen in 
the Cabinet Room of the White House, Friday, Oct. 20, 2023, in 
Washington. 
Associated Press 
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“They’re holding up the 
people’s business because 
they’re so dysfunctional,” 
said Christopher Lauff, 57, 
of Fargo, North Dakota. 
Part of that business, he 
said, is approving money 
for Ukraine to continue its 
fight against Russia’s inva- 
sion, something he says ul- 
timately helps the U.S. — a 
point President Joe Biden 
stressed Thursday during an 
Oval Office address. 
“We’re usually the knight in 
shining armor, but we can’t 
be that now,” said Lauff, a 
Democrat. 
The disdain for Congress is 
just one area where Ameri- 
cans say they are losing 
faith. Various polls say the 
negative feelings include a 
loss of confidence or inter- 
est in institutions such as or- 
ganized religion, policing, 
the Supreme Court, even 
banking. 
“Trust in institutions has de- 
teriorated 
substantially,” 
said Kay Schlozman, pro- 
fessor of political science 
at Boston College. Schloz- 
man said she believes in 
government and the things 
it provides, such as nation- 
al defense and access to 
health care, but “I also can 
very much understand why 
the American people can 
be cynical about govern- 
ment.” 
The turmoil in the House and 
the federal case against 
Democratic 
Sen. 
Robert 
Menendez of New Jersey, 
who is facing charges for 
bribery, show that both ma- 
jor parties are contributing 
to the dour outlook. 
The House has been with- 
out a permanent leader 
since early October after 
a small cadre of right-wing 
Republicans pushed out a 
member of their own party, 
then-Speaker Kevin McCar- 
thy. Subsequent attempts 
to replace him have failed. 
“That is an example of ex- 
actly the kind of thing that I 
would say can’t foster trust 
of government among the 
American people — the 
multiple votes, the frac- 
tiousness 
within 
parties, 
of people being person- 
ally ambitious and not be- 
ing willing to compromise” 
Schlozman said. 
About half of adults (53%) 


say they have “hardly any 
confidence at all” in the 
people running Congress, 
according to a poll from 
The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs 
Research that was con- 
ducted in October. That’s 
in line with 49% who said 
that in March. Just 3% have 
a great deal of confidence 
in Congress, virtually un- 
changed from March. 
About 4 in 10 adults (39%) 
have hardly any confi- 
dence in the executive 
branch of the federal gov- 
ernment, compared with 
44% in March. Most Re- 
publicans (56%) have low 
levels of confidence in the 
executive branch — which 
is overseen by a mem- 
ber of the opposing party, 
Democrat Joe Biden — 
compared with just 20% of 
Democrats. 
About a third of adults 
(36%) say they have hard- 
ly any confidence in the 
conservative-majority 
Su- 
preme Court, a figure that 
has remained steady in 
recent months. The poll- 
ing reinforces that Demo- 
crats are more likely than 
Republicans to say their 
confidence in the Supreme 
Court is low. Black Ameri- 
cans are more likely than 
Americans overall, as well 
as more likely than white 
or Hispanic adults, to have 


hardly any confidence in 
the nation’s highest court. 
One-third of U.S. adults 
(33%) continue to have low 
levels of confidence in the 
Justice Department, with 
Republicans 
having 
less 
confidence than Demo- 
crats. This comes as former 
President 
Donald 
Trump 
rails against the depart- 
ment after being charged 
with mishandling classified 
documents and attempts 
to overturn the 2020 elec- 
tion results. 
Rick Cartelli, 63, a health 
care worker in Rocky Hill, 
Connecticut, who identifies 
as an independent, said he 
is happy with his local and 
state government but the 
current environment, espe- 
cially the chaos on Capitol 
Hill, has wiped out what 
little confidence he had in 
that institution. 
“What is happening now is 
not good for the country at 
all,” he said. 
Cartelli also said he has little 
confidence in the execu- 
tive branch, citing what he 
says are “mental lapses” by 
Biden that “are only proba- 
bly going to become more 
and more pronounced.” 
Multiple 
AP-NORC 
polls 
from earlier this year find 
that the dearth of confi- 
dence is pervasive, spread- 
ing to organized religion, 
the 
government’s 
intelli- 


gence gathering and dip- 
lomatic agencies, as well as 
financial institutions. Slightly 
fewer than half (45%) in a 
study from AP-NORC and 
Robert F. Kennedy Human 
Rights said they have little 
or no confidence that the 
news media is reporting 
news fully, accurately and 
fairly. 
Views on the military were 
best, with just 17% saying 
they have hardly any con- 
fidence in it. 
Kathleen Kersey, a 32-year- 
old health care worker in 
Brunswick, Georgia, who is 
a Republican, said she has 
little confidence in any of 
the federal entities, includ- 
ing Congress, but has more 
for the institutions closer 
to home. She also is a fan 
of Gov. Brian Kemp, a Re- 
publican, who she said is a 
moral man. 
“There’s only so much one 
person can do, and just with 
all the evil, it’s hard to have 
confidence in anything re- 
ally, even the churches 
because everything works 
together as one,” she said. 
Confidence in the coun- 
try’s 
foundational 
insti- 
tutions has ebbed and 
flowed historically, though 
there’s been a long-term 
downward trend since at 
least the 1970s. Trust in gov- 
ernment waned in the era 
of Watergate and the Pen- 


tagon Papers before mak- 
ing a slight recovery during 
Ronald Reagan’s presiden- 
cy in the 1980s — despite 
Reagan’s famous declara- 
tion that the nine most ter- 
rifying words in the English 
language were: “I’m from 
the government, and I’m 
here to help.” 
David Bateman, an asso- 
ciate professor of govern- 
ment at Cornell University, 
said the tea party move- 
ment during former Presi- 
dent Barack Obama’s term 
was the beginning of a 
steadier decline in confi- 
dence, as noted in polling 
from Gallup. But Bateman 
believes the most acute 
problem in recent years has 
been Trump’s lies about the 
2020 election, despite doz- 
ens of courts rejecting his 
claims and multiple audits 
and reviews in the swing 
states where he disputed 
his loss. 
“The biggest threat to trust 
in institutions was the Trump 
campaign’s refusal to con- 
cede the election and insis- 
tence that they had won,” 
along with a large segment 
of the Republicans in Con- 
gress going along with the 
claim in the certification 
process, Bateman said. 
“That validated the idea 
that the whole institutional 
system is rigged, which it 
isn’t,” he said. 
He said an example of the 
fallout is the Republican at- 
tack on the Justice Depart- 
ment, including the FBI. The 
“weaponization” of the FBI 
has been a battle cry for 
Republicans who maintain 
it has targeted conserva- 
tives and who are incensed 
at the various investigations 
of Trump. Candidates vy- 
ing against Trump for the 
Republican 
presidential 
nomination have said they 
would fire FBI Director Chris 
Wray. 
Distrust of the FBI had long 
been the purview of Dem- 
ocrats, 
especially 
those 
aware of civil rights-era 
monitoring. 
“If you told me in 2000 that 
Republicans are going to 
be saying you can’t trust 
the FBI, I would have been 
shocked,” Bateman said. 
“Going after the FBI has 
been a real ratcheting up 
of distrust.”q 


Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, House Judiciary chairman and staunch ally of Donald Trump, meets with 
reporters at the Capitol in Washington, Friday, Oct. 20, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Venezuelans become largest nationality for illegal border crossings 
as September numbers surge 


By ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Venezu- 
elans became the largest 
nationality arrested for ille- 
gally crossing the U.S. bor- 
der, replacing Mexicans for 
the first time on record, ac- 
cording to figures released 
Saturday that show Sep- 
tember was the second- 
highest month for arrests of 
all nationalities. 
Venezuelans were arrested 
54,833 times by the Border 
Patrol after entering from 
Mexico in September, more 
than double from 22,090 
arrests in August and well 
above the previous month- 
ly high of 33,749 arrests in 
September 2022. 
Arrests of all nationalities 
entering from Mexico to- 
taled 218,763 in Septem- 
ber, up 21% from 181,084 in 
August and approaching 
an all-time high of 222,018 
in December 2022, accord- 
ing to U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection. Arrests 
for the government’s bud- 
get year that ended Sept. 
30 topped 2 million for the 
second year in a row, down 
7% from an all-time high of 
more than 2.2 million arrests 
in the same period a year 


earlier. 
Venezuela plunged into 
a political, economic and 
humanitarian crisis over the 
last decade, pushing more 
than 7 million people to 
leave. They initially settled 
in nearby countries in Latin 
America but began com- 
ing to the United States in 
the last three years, settling 
in New York, Chicago and 
other major cities. 
The Biden administration re- 
cently announced tempo- 
rary legal status for nearly 
500,000 Venezuelans who 
were already in the United 


States on July 31, while vow- 
ing to deport those who 
come illegally after that 
date and fail to get asylum. 
It recently began deporta- 
tion flights to Venezuela as 
part of a diplomatic thaw 
with the government of 
Nicolás Maduro, a long- 
time adversary. 
The U.S. “surged resources 
and personnel” to the bor- 
der in September, said Troy 
Miller, acting commissioner 
of Customs and Border Pro- 
tection. 
“We are continually en- 
gaging with domestic and 


foreign partners to ad- 
dress historic hemispheric 
migration, including large 
migrant groups traveling 
on freight trains, and to 
enforce consequences in- 
cluding by preparing for 
direct repatriations to Ven- 
ezuela,” Miller said. 
For decades, Mexicans ac- 
counted for the vast major- 
ity of illegal crossings but 
flows shifted over the last 
decade to Central Ameri- 
cans and, more recently, to 
people from South Ameri- 
ca, Africa and Asia. 
Mexicans 
were 
arrested 
39,733 times crossing the 
border in September, well 
behind Venezuelans. Gua- 
temalans, Hondurans and 
Colombians rounded out 
the top five. 
Republicans seized on the 
latest numbers as its lead- 
ing presidential candidates 
have tried to frame the 
border as a major issue in 
next year’s elections. 
“This fiscal year may have 
ended, but the historic cri- 
sis at our Southwest border 
sparked by (Homeland Se- 
curity Secretary Alejandro) 
Mayorkas’ policies rages 
on,” said Rep. Mark Green 
of Tennessee, chair of the 


House Homeland Security 
Committee. 
The Biden administration 
proposed about $14 billion 
for the border in a $106 bil- 
lion spending package an- 
nounced Friday and has 
insisted that any long-term 
solution requires help from 
Congress. 
The administration has ad- 
opted a carrot-and-stick 
approach of new legal 
pathways to seek asylum 
with restrictions on those 
who don’t adhere to them. 
About 43,000 migrants en- 
tered the country at land 
crossings with Mexico in 
September using a mo- 
bile app called CBP One, 
bringing the total to nearly 
278,000 since the online ap- 
pointment system began in 
January. Also, more than 
265,000 people from Cuba, 
Haiti, Nicaragua and Ven- 
ezuela 
entered 
through 
September at airports after 
applying online with finan- 
cial sponsors. 
Including those legal path- 
ways, the number of cross- 
ings hit a new all-time 
monthly high of 269,735 
in September and a new 
budget-year high of nearly 
2.5 million.q 


President Joe Biden, second from left, looks towards a large 
“Welcome to Mexico” sign that is hung over the Bridge of the 
Americas as he tours the El Paso port of entry, a busy port of entry 
along the U.S.-Mexico border, in El Paso Texas, Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Visitors tour New Mexico atomic site in likely record attendance 
fueled by ‘Oppenheimer’ fanfare 


WHITE 
SANDS 
MISSILE 
RANGE, N.M. (AP) — Visitors 
lined up Saturday to tour 
the southern New Mexico 
site where the world’s first 
atomic bomb was deto- 
nated in what officials be- 
lieve could be a record 
turnout amid ongoing fan- 
fare surrounding Christo- 
pher Nolan’s blockbuster 
film, “ Oppenheimer.” 
Thousands of visitors are ex- 
pected at the Trinity Site, 
a designated National His- 
toric Landmark that’s usu- 
ally closed to the public 
because of its proximity to 
the impact zone for missiles 
fired at White Sands Missile 
Range. But twice a year, in 
April and October, the site 
opens to spectators. No at- 
tendance numbers were 
immediately available at 
midnight Saturday. In a so- 


cial media post, the missile 
range said vehicles were 
lined up for more than 2 
miles at the site before the 
tours started Saturday. 
White 
Sands 
officials 
warned online that the wait 
to enter the gates could be 
as long as two hours. No 
more than 5,000 visitors are 
expected to make it within 
the window between 8 
a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Visitors 
also 
are 
being 
warned to come prepared 
as Trinity Site is in a remote 
area with limited Wi-Fi and 
no cell service or restrooms. 
“Oppenheimer,” the retell- 
ing of the work of J. Robert 
Oppenheimer and the top- 
secret Manhattan Project 
during World War II, was a 
summer box office smash. 
Scientists and military of- 
ficials established a secret 


city in Los Alamos during 
the 1940s and tested their 
work at the Trinity Site some 
200 miles (322 kilometers) 
away. 
Part of the film’s success 
was due to the “Barben- 
heimer” phenomenon in 


which filmgoers made a 
double feature outing of 
the “Barbie” movie and 
“Oppenheimer.” 
While the lore surrounding 
the atomic bomb has be- 
come pop culture fodder, 
it was part of a painful re- 


ality for residents who lived 
downwind of Trinity Site. The 
Tularosa Basin Downwind- 
ers plan to protest outside 
the gates to remind visitors 
about a side of history they 
say the movie failed to ac- 
knowledge. 
The group says the U.S. 
government never warned 
residents about the test- 
ing. Radioactive ash con- 
taminated soil and water. 
Rates of infant mortality, 
cancer and other illness- 
es increased. There are 
younger generations deal- 
ing with health issues now, 
advocates say. 
The Tularosa Basin Down- 
winders 
Consortium 
has 
worked with the Union of 
Concerned Scientists and 
others for years to bring at- 
tention to the Manhattan 
Project’s impact.q 


Scientists and other workers rig the world’s first atomic bomb 
to raise it up onto a 100-foot tower at the Trinity Test Site near 
Alamogordo, N.M. 
Associated Press 
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Hezbollah and Israel exchange fire and warnings of a widened war 


By KAREEM CHEHAYEB 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Hezbollah 
announced 
the 
deaths 
of five more militants as 
clashes along the Leba- 
non-Israel border intensified 
and the Israeli prime minis- 
ter warned Lebanon on 
Sunday not to let itself get 
dragged into a new war. 
The 
tiny 
Mediterranean 
country is home to Hez- 
bollah, a Shiite Muslim po- 
litical party with an armed 
wing of the same name. 
Israeli soldiers and militants 
have traded fire across the 
border since Israel’s war 
with the Palestinian group 
Hamas began, but the 
launches so far have tar- 
geted limited areas. 
Hezbollah has reported the 
deaths of 24 of its militants 
since Hamas’ bloody Oct. 
7 rampage in southern Is- 
rael. At least six militants 
from Hamas and another 
militant group, Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad, and at least 
four civilians have died in 
the near-daily hostilities. 
Hezbollah has vowed to 
escalate if Israel begins 


a ground invasion of the 
Gaza Strip, which is likely, 
and Israel said it would ag- 
gressively retaliate. 
“If Hezbollah decides to 
enter the war, it will miss 
the Second Lebanon War. 
It will make the mistake of 
its life,” Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu 
said Sunday as he visited 
troops stationed near the 
border with Lebanon. “We 


will cripple it with a force 
it cannot even imagine, 
and the consequences for 
it and the Lebanese state 
are devastating.” 
Hezbollah and Israel fought 
a monthlong war in 2006 
that ended in a tense stale- 
mate. 
Lebanon’s state-run Na- 
tional News Agency re- 
ported that small arms fire 
was heard along the tense 


border coming from near 
the Lebanese village of 
Aitaroun toward the north- 
ern Israeli town of Avivim 
where key military barracks 
are located. Meanwhile, 
Israel shelled areas near 
the southeastern Lebanese 
town of Blida. 
Israel sees Iran-backed He- 
zbollah as its most serious 
threat, estimating it has 
some 150,000 rockets and 
missiles aimed at Israel. 
Israeli military spokesman 
Jonathan 
Conricus 
ac- 
cused 
the 
group 
early 
Sunday of “escalating the 
situation steadily.” He said 
the recent cross-border skir- 
mishes had produced both 
Israeli troop and civilian ca- 
sualties but did not provide 
additional details. 
Hezbollah on Sunday post- 
ed a video of what it said 
was a Friday attack target- 
ing the Biranit barracks near 
the Lebanon-Israel border, 
the command center of 
the Israeli military’s northern 
division. Footage shared 
by the group showed an 
overhead view of a strike 
on what it described as a 


gathering of soldiers. 
During a video briefing, 
Conricus said the group 
has 
especially 
attacked 
military positions in Mount 
Dov in recent days, a dis- 
puted territory known as 
Shebaa Farms in Lebanon, 
where the borders of Leba- 
non, Syria, and Israel meet. 
“Bottom line is … Hezbollah 
is playing a very, very dan- 
gerous game,” he said. “(It 
is) extremely important for 
everybody in Lebanon to 
ask themselves the ques- 
tion of the price. Is the 
Lebanese state really will- 
ing to jeopardize what is 
left of Lebanese prosperity 
and Lebanese sovereignty 
for the sake of terrorists in 
Gaza?” 
The international communi- 
ty and Lebanese authorities 
have been scrambling to 
ensure the cash-strapped 
country does not find itself 
in a new war. 
Hezbollah’s leader, Hassan 
Nasrallah, has yet to com- 
ment on the latest Hamas- 
Israel war, though other of- 
ficials have. q 


Hezbollah fighters rise their group’s flag and shout slogans, as 
they attend the funeral procession of Hezbollah fighter, Bilal 
Nemr Rmeiti, who was killed by Israeli shelling, during his funeral 
procession in Majadel village, south Lebanon, Sunday, Oct. 22, 
2023. 
Associated Press 


Restricted rights put Afghan women and girls in a ‘deadly situation’ 
during quakes, U.N. official says 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
— Women and girls are in 
a “not only difficult ... but 
deadly” situation follow- 
ing recent earthquakes in 
Afghanistan because of 
the humanitarian and civil 
rights crises in the country 
since the Taliban seized 
power, a U.N. official said 
Sunday. 
An update from U.N. Wom- 
en highlighted some of the 
problems women are fac- 
ing in areas of Herat prov- 
ince, where a series of vio- 
lent earthquakes and af- 
tershocks this month killed 
thousands of people, more 
than 90% of them women 
and 
children, 
and 
de- 
stroyed nearly every home. 
Cultural 
norms 
make 
it 
impossible for women to 
share a tent with neighbors 
or other families, the U.N. 
agency said in its update 
published Thursday. Many 
women also have difficulty 
obtaining humanitarian aid 
if they don’t have male rel- 


ative who can access it on 
their behalf and there is an 
absence of female workers 
aid distribution points, the 
U.N. said 
Women affected by the 
earthquake have told the 
U.N. they cannot access 
aid without the national 
identity card, or tazkera, of 
a male relative. They need 
clothing, including the Is- 
lamic headscarf, so they 
can dress appropriately to 
access services and aid, 
according to the update. 
“When 
natural 
disasters 
strike, women and girls 
are impacted most and 
often considered least in 
crisis response and recov- 
ery,” Alison Davidian, the 
U.N. 
special 
representa- 
tive for women in Afghani- 
stan, said in a message to 
the Associated Press. “The 
earthquakes, when com- 
bined with the ongoing hu- 
manitarian and women’s 
rights crisis, have made the 
situation not only difficult 


for women and girls, but 
deadly.” 
One reason children and 
women accounted for the 
vast majority of the at least 
1,482 people who died in 
the quakes is they were 
more likely to have been 
indoors when the disasters 
struck, according to aid of- 
ficials. Taliban officials gave 
higher casualty figures than 
humanitarian groups, say- 
ing more than 2,000 people 


died. 
Davidian noted that wom- 
en and girls have been in- 
creasingly confined to their 
homes because of increas- 
ing Taliban-imposed restric- 
tions on them in the last two 
years. 
The Taliban have barred 
girls from school beyond 
sixth grade and banned 
women from public spac- 
es and most jobs. Women 
must also comply with dress 


codes and have a male 
chaperone 
accompany 
them on long journeys. 
The Taliban have also re- 
stricted 
Afghan 
women 
from jobs at non-govern- 
mental organizations, al- 
though there are exemp- 
tions for emergencies and 
health care. 
Most 
emergency 
assis- 
tance 
in 
earthquake-hit 
Herat is being distributed 
through a local intermedi- 
ary, normally a male com- 
munity or religious leader. 
Women mentioned the in- 
volvement of community 
leaders as their “main chal- 
lenge” 
when 
accessing 
help as community leaders 
are not always aware of 
the most vulnerable wom- 
en, the U.N. update said. 
Afghans are struggling with 
the social, political and 
economic shocks from the 
withdrawal of international 
forces in 2021 and decades 
of war. q 


In this handout photo released by Save the Children, An Afghan 
woman with her children walk amid debris after a powerful 
earthquake in Herat province, western of Afghanistan, Sunday, 
Oct. 15, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Philippines says a coast guard ship and supply boat were rammed 
by Chinese vessels 


By JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
A Chinese coast guard ship 
and 
an 
accompanying 
vessel rammed a Philippine 
coast guard ship and a mil- 
itary-run supply boat Sun- 
day off a contested shoal, 
Philippine officials said, in 
an encounter that height- 
ened fears of an armed 
conflict in the disputed 
South China Sea. 
A top Philippine security of- 
ficial told The Associated 
Press there were no injuries 
among the Filipino crew 
members and an assess- 
ment of the damage to 
both vessels was underway. 
The official said that the 
two incidents near Second 
Thomas Shoal, where Chi- 
na has repeatedly tried to 
isolate a Philippine marine 
outpost, could have been 
worse if the vessels were 
not able to maneuver rap- 
idly away from the Chinese 
ships. The official spoke on 
condition 
of 
anonymity 
due to a lack of authority to 
publicly discuss the matter. 
China’s 
sweeping 
terri- 
torial claims in the South 
China Sea, including over 
islands closer to Philippine 
shore, have raised tensions 
and brought in the United 
States, a longtime treaty 
ally of the Philippines, into 


the fray. 
The U.S. ambassador to 
Manila, MaryKay Carlson, 
wrote on X, formerly Twitter, 
that “the United States con- 
demns the PRC’s latest dis- 
ruption of a legal Philippine 
resupply mission to Ayungin 
shoal, putting the lives of 
Filipino service members at 
risk.” 
She used the initials for 
China’s 
formal 
name, 
the People’s Republic of 
China, and the name the 
Philippines uses for Second 
Thomas Shoal. She added 
that Washington was stand- 
ing with its allies to help pro- 
tect Philippine sovereignty 
and to support a free and 


open Indo-Pacific region. 
The Chinese coast guard 
said the Philippine vessels 
“trespassed” into what it 
said were Chinese waters 
“without authorization” de- 
spite repeated radio warn- 
ings, prompting its ships to 
stop them. It blamed the 
Philippine vessels for caus- 
ing the collisions. 
“The Philippine side’s be- 
havior 
seriously 
violates 
the international rules on 
avoiding collisions at sea 
and threatens the naviga- 
tion safety of our vessels,” 
the Chinese coast guard 
said in a statement posted 
on its website. 
The Chinese authorities said 


that they were stopping 
Philippines ships that car- 
ried “illegal construction” 
materials. 
A Philippine government 
task force dealing with the 
South China Sea said the 
collisions occurred as two 
Philippine supply boats es- 
corted by two Philippine 
coast guard ships were 
heading to deliver food 
and other supplies to the 
military outpost that has 
been under a Chinese 
blockade. 
The actions of the Chinese 
ships were “in utter blatant 
disregard of the United Na- 
tions Charter, the United 
Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea” and inter- 
national regulations that 
aim to prevent sea colli- 
sions, it said. 
Near-collisions have hap- 
pened frequently as Philip- 
pine vessels deliver supplies 
to Filipino marines and sail- 
ors stationed on the disput- 
ed shoal. But this was the 
first time Philippine officials 
have reported their vessels 
being hit by China’s ships. 
In the past, Chinese officials 
have played down claims 
that the Chinese vessels 
enforcing Beijing’s territorial 
claims were in fact para- 
military ships disguised as 
fishing boats. 
Despite the Chinese ef- 


forts, one of the two boats 
managed 
to 
maneuver 
and deliver supplies to the 
small contingent stationed 
on board a marooned war- 
ship, the BRP Sierra Madre, 
the task force said. 
The South China Sea is one 
of the world’s busiest trade 
routes. The disputes involve 
China, the Philippines, Viet- 
nam, Malaysia, Taiwan and 
Brunei, and are regarded 
as a flashpoint in a delicate 
fault line in U.S.-China rival- 
ry in the region. 
In early August, a Chinese 
coast guard ship used a 
water cannon against one 
of two Philippine supply 
boats to prevent it from ap- 
proaching Second Thomas 
Shoal. It outraged President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and 
prompted the Department 
of Foreign Affairs in Manila 
to summon the Chinese 
ambassador to convey a 
strongly worded protest. 
Washington 
reacted 
by 
renewing a warning that it 
is obligated to defend the 
Philippines as a treaty ally. 
The Chinese Foreign Min- 
istry accused Washington 
of “threatening China” by 
raising the possibility of ac- 
tivating the U.S.-Philippine 
mutual defense treaty. Bei- 
jing has repeatedly warned 
the U.S. not to meddle in re- 
gional territorial disputes.q 


A Chinese coast guard ship, left, with a Chinese militia vessel, 
right, blocks Philippine coast guard ship, BRP Sindangan as it 
tried to head towards Second Thomas Shoal at the disputed 
South China Sea during rotation and resupply mission on Oct. 
4, 2023. 
Associated Press 


U.K. records a fourth death linked to a storm that battered northern 
Europe 


LONDON (AP) — Police said 
Sunday that a fourth per- 
son has died in Britain dur- 
ing a storm that pounded 
the U.K. and northern Eu- 
rope with gale-force winds 
and torrential rain. 
Derbyshire Police said a 
woman in her 80s was 
found dead at a home in 
Chesterfield, central Eng- 
land. Her death was be- 
ing linked to flooding in the 
area. 
In nearby Derby, the River 
Derwent reached its high- 
est-ever recorded level on 
Saturday during a storm 
that brought 8 inches (200 
mm) of rain to parts of Brit- 
ain. 


Since Thursday, at least 
five people have died in 
the storm -- named Babet 
by the U.K. Meteorological 
Office -- that battered Brit- 
ain, northern Germany and 
southern Scandinavia with 
powerful winds, heavy rain 
and sea surges. 
In Britain, a man and a 
woman 
were 
killed 
af- 
ter being swept away by 
floodwaters, and another 
man died when a tree fell 
on his vehicle. In Germany, 
a 33-year-old woman was 
killed when a tree fell on 
her car on the Baltic Sea is- 
land of Fehmarn on Friday. 
A search was continuing for 
a man reported trapped in 


a vehicle in floodwater in 
Scotland. 
Some of the worst flood- 
ing was in eastern Scot- 
land, where more than 300 


homes were evacuated in 
the town of Brechin and 
residents told to leave be- 
fore the River South Esk 
breached its banks Friday, 


surging almost 4 meters (13 
feet) above its usual level 
and sending water pouring 
into the streets. 
Coast guard helicopters 
lifted more than half the 
staff off a North Sea oil plat- 
form almost 150 miles (240 
kilometers) east of Scot- 
land, after four of its eight 
anchors came loose dur- 
ing the storm on Saturday. 
Operator Stena Drilling said 
the Stena Spey platform 
was stable. 
The weather calmed Sun- 
day but flooding continued 
to cause disruption to road 
and rail travel across a 
large swath of central and 
northern Britain.q 


A car on a bridge washed away following torrential rain, near 
Dundee, Scotland, Saturday, Oct. 21, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Casa del Mar Beach Resort Aruba Announces Exclusive Offer: 
Multiple Consecutive Weeks of Ownership at a 20% Discount! 


Oranjestad, Aruba – Casa del Mar, 
the premier name in vacation 
ownership, is thrilled to announce 
an offer that will redefine the way 
you experience vacations. Now, 
you can secure multiple consec- 
utive weeks of ownership in the 
same suite at Casa del Mar with 
an exclusive 20% discount! This ex- 
traordinary opportunity allows you 
to indulge in extended, unforget- 
table getaways while enjoying all 
the benefits of ownership at Casa 
del Mar without having to change 
rooms during your stay! 


Casa del Mar is renowned for its 
commitment to providing “home 
away from home” vacation expe- 
riences, and this latest offer is no 
exception. Here are just a few of 
the exceptional benefits you’ll en- 
joy when you become an owner at 
Casa del Mar: 
1. 
Discounts 
on 
Multiple 
Weeks Bundle: With this new offer, 
Casa del Mar extends its commit- 
ment to delivering value to its new 
owners. By securing multiple con- 
secutive weeks, you’ll not only en- 
joy the convenience of extended 
stays without the hassle of chang- 
ing rooms, but also benefit from an 
exclusive 20% discount on the list- 


ing prices, making your dream va- 
cations more affordable than ever. 


2. 
Versatile 
Accommoda- 
tions: Choose from our exquisite 
renovated One-Bedroom Ambas- 
sador suites, perfect for accommo- 
dating up to four guests, or our spa- 
cious Two-Bedroom Presidential 
suites that comfortably host up to 
six people. Our suites are designed 
to provide the utmost comfort and 
luxury, ensuring that your stay is 
nothing short of extraordinary. 


3. 
Perpetual Ownership: Casa 
del Mar offers you the unique op- 
portunity to secure your vacation 
year after year through perpetual 
ownership. With Casa del Mar, 
you have a cherished destination 
to return to, creating a lifetime of 
cherished memories, which can be 
passed onto future generations. 


4. 
Global Exchange Value: As 
a Casa del Mar owner, your suite 
and ownership grants access to a 
worldwide network of luxury vaca- 
tion destinations. Enjoy the flexibil- 
ity of exchanging your weeks for 
incredible experiences at other 
resorts around the world, opening 
doors to new adventures and cul- 
tures. 


“This exclusive offer reflects Casa 


del Mar’s commitment to provid- 
ing new owners with the ultimate 
vacation experience,” said Starr 
Ramos, Marketing, Communica- 
tions, Activities & Members Rela- 
tions Manager at Casa del Mar. 
“We understand that potential 
new owners value both flexibility 
and affordability, which is why we 
are thrilled to offer multiple con- 
secutive weeks of ownership with 
a substantial 20% discount. It’s our 
way of saying thank you for choos- 
ing Casa del Mar.” 


Don’t miss out on this exceptional 
opportunity to own your vacation 


paradise. Casa del Mar invites you 
to discover the world of vacation 
ownership with unparalleled ben- 
efits. 


For more information about Casa 
del Mar and this exclusive owner- 
ship opportunity, please visit www. 
casadelmararuba.com/inventory 
or contact our dedicated team at 
sales@casadelmararuba.com and 
request our buyers guide - or just 
give us a call at 297-582-7000 Ext. 
614. 


About Casa 
del Mar: 


Casa del Mar is a premier 
luxury vacation ownership 
provider dedicated to deliv- 
ering exceptional vacation ex- 
periences. With a commitment 
to quality, convenience, and 
value, Casa del Mar has be- 
come a trusted name in the 
industry, offering a life- 
time of unforgettable 
vacations. 
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Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas 


SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11 miles 
southeast from Oranjestad you 
will enter the city San Nicolas, also 
known as Sunrise City or Chocolate 
City. A city that is rich in authen- 
tic culture and island charm. San 
Nicolas is Aruba’s second largest 
city and was once a bustling com- 
pany town dominated by the oil in- 
dustry since the early 1930’s. 


Over the course of four decades, 
its demographics had changed 
immensely due to a stream of Afro- 
Caribbean and South American 
workers who came to fill the jobs in 
the oil refinery between the 1920’s 
until the 1960’s. To this day traces 
of the multicultural influences in 
culinary offerings and customs, 
housing and population are clear- 
ly visible in San Nicolas - more than 
anywhere else on the island. 


Flow of history 
if you are looking for history San 
Nicolas has it. Here you will find 
three amazing museums, The Mu- 
seum of Industry, the Community 
Museum and the Carnival Eupho- 
ria, all within walking distance from 
one another. 


The Museum of Industry is situated 
in the Water Tower in San Nico- 
las and narrates Aruba’s industrial 
history which began in the 19th 
century. Here you will learn about 
gold, aloe, phosphate, oil and the 
tourism industries which made San 
Nicolas once a bustling business 
center. Experience the touching 
stories of those who were part of 
this history. 
Nicolaas Store built in 1940 and 
renovated in 2014 is the home of 
the Community Museum. The col- 
lection is remarkable and spans 
millennia. Ancient fossils stand next 
to tableaus of an authentically 
recreated colonial kitchen and 
bedroom and 19th-century bar- 
bershop, just to name a few of the 
items of old-time Aruba that has 
been preserved. A collection of 
artifacts and other objects of artis- 
tic, cultural, historical, or scientific 
importance can be found here for 
the purpose of education or enjoy- 
ment. 


Carnival Euphoria is showcasing 
Aruba’s Carnival. See how are 
Carnival has developed over the 
past 65 years. 


The new San Nicolas 
In the shadow of the refinery, an 
art capital is quietly beginning to 
grow. This is the new San Nicolas, 
a place that is starting to become 
a magnet for all that is young, 
cool and hip in Aruba. Indeed, 
San Nicolas has all of the ingredi- 
ents of an emerging cultural hub 
— varied history, interesting archi- 
tecture, and, perhaps most impor- 
tantly, an urban layout that makes 
it walkable. As you walk around, 
the streets are silent but the walls 
are loud, filled with bright, color- 
ful murals painted by a collection 
of artists from around the world. 
Thanks to the efforts of various art 
organizations in Aruba, such as Art 
Rules Aruba and Aruba Art Fair, 
San Nicolas has had quite the aes- 
thetic makeover with regards to 
vibrant street art. Each year more 
and more stunning murals are re- 
placing broken down buildings 
with colorful art pieces that keep 
brightening up SunriseCity. 


Must See, Do, Buy & Eat 
A little bit of everything can be 
found in the main street. Stores 
selling shoes, clothing, jewelry you 


name it. Arts & crafts by Cosecha 
store & Creative Center, a design 
store in which you can immerse 
yourself in discovering genuine 
and locally made arts and crafts 
which reflect the diversification of 
the Aruban craft heritage and the 
artistic supply of artisans. Don’t miss 
out on trying the exquisite food of- 
fered by the cafes and restaurants 
or just enjoy a peaceful walk ad- 
miring the murals, mosaic benches 
and all the history San Nicolas has 
to offer. 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and 
we would like to portrait you! By 
inviting you to send us your favor- 
ite vacation picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to 
me is ……. Send your picture with 
that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@aru- 
batoday.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. Isn’t that 
a special way to keep your best 
moments alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give permission to 
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Ca- 
ribbean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use said 
materials, as well as names, like- 
ness, etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our 


website, Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day 
again. 


For today we received a lovely 
message from Lisa and Paul Mul- 
zoff from New York. 


They wrote to us saying: “Aruba 
to me is ……..Our first trip to Aruba 
and the memories we started here 
together 30 years ago on our Hon- 
eymoon. We have been back 
several times throughout the years 
celebrating both birthdays and an- 
niversaries along with several mile- 
stones. This year we came back 
to celebrate our 30th wedding 
anniversary on October 16th, our 
recent retirements and move to St. 
James North Carolina. We look for- 
ward to coming back soon.” 


Thank you for sending us this won- 
derful message sharing what Aru- 
ba means to you with us and our 
readers! 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Marriott’s Surf Club! 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity recently had the great 
pleasure 
of 
recognizing 
Goodwill Ambassadors of 
Aruba. This lovely couple 
was respectively honored 
with a certificate acknowl- 
edging their years of visits, 
loyalty, and love for the is- 
land of Aruba. 


The honor certification is 
presented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism as a to- 
ken of appreciation and 
to say “Masha Danki” to 
guests who have visited 
Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or 
more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels 


are as follows: 
Distinguished 
Visitor 
(10>years 
consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill 
Ambassador 
(20>years 
consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Emerald 
Ambassador 
(35>years 
consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Goodwill 
Ambassadors 
of Aruba Mr. Arthur & Mrs. 
Judith Lettiere from Wey- 
mouth, Massachusetts. 


Ms.Kimberley 
Richardson 
representing 
the 
Aruba 
Tourism Authority, and staff 
members of the Marriott’s 


Surf Club bestowed the 
certificate to the honor- 
ees, presented them with 
memorable gifts, and also 
thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their best-loved 
vacation destination, and 
as their homeawayfrom- 
home. 


Top reasons for returning 
to Aruba provided by the 
honorees were: 
Aruba’s warm weather 
Aruba’s nice sandy beach- 
es 
Aruba’s safety 
Aruba’s friendly people 
“The food is delicious!” 


On behalf of the Aruba 


Tourism 
Authority, 
we 
would like to express our 
sincere gratitude and ap- 


preciation to the honorees 
for their continued visits to 
the “One Happy Island” 


Lessons from our elders: 
Plants and fruits for medicinal use 


(Oranjestad)—Though 
western medicine is now 
widely used for common 
illnesses and to keep our 
bodies healthy and happy, 
it is still very common in 
every household in Aruba 
(and around the world) to 
have staple home rem- 
edies that is passed on 
through generations. Here 
are some tips that our el- 
ders have passed on to us 
over the years. 


Pineapple 
Pineapple has more uses 
than topping it on your 
Christmas ham. According 
to elders, the skin of a pine- 
apple is great to use to re- 
fresh your body. Clean the 
skin thoroughly and make 


tea or warapa* with it. It is 
said that this tea can also 
be drank after an opera- 
tion on the ovaries or uter- 
us. This gets rid of irritation 
and inflammation. 


When the fruit is unripe and 
green, this can be used to 
stimulate menstruation flow 
in women. This also stimu- 
lates the passing kidney 
stones. When ripe, the fruit 
can be used for poisoning 
in the gut and can help 
treat rheumatic diseases, 
like arthritis. 


However, 
breastfeeding 
women who cannot pro- 
duce much milk are ad- 
vised not to consume too 
pineapple, 
and 
people 
with acid reflux are recom- 
mended to not consume 
any pineapple at all. 


Arrowroot 
Arrowroot is native to tropi- 
cal America and can be 
sold as a powder or whole. 
It is said that you can take 
arrowroot 
powder 
and 


make 
a 
“shalup” 
(por- 
ridge) for stomach pain or 
when you’re feeling weak. 
You can make it with milk 
too, but it is advised to best 
use just water. You can 
also add prunes for a bit of 
sweetness. Arrowroot sha- 
lup is also good to treat an 
unhealthy gut or for diar- 
rhea. 


To make arrowroot shalup, 
boil a bit of water and add 
one tablespoon of arrow- 
root powder and stir con- 
tinuously until you reach 
porridge consistency. If you 
make a shalup with milk, 
add a pinch of salt. Raw 
arrowroot powder can be 
used to powder babies. 


Eggplant/Aubergine 
Eggplants, or aubergines, 


are easy to find in super- 
markets around the world 
and can be grown all year 
round on the island. Relat- 
ed to potato and tomato, 
eggplants are good to 
calm nerves. It can also be 
used to lower blood pres- 
sure, by steeping its leaves 
in boiled water and drink- 
ing it. You can also make 
eggplant juice to help puri- 
fy your blood. However, do 
make sure to drink slowly; 
let it mix with your spit and 
then swallow. 


Eggplant kataplan* can 
also be used to treat skin 
tumors, 
abscesses 
and 
hemorrhoids. Eggplant kat- 


aplan can also be used ex- 
ternally to treat arthritis. 
*warapa: term referring to 
a water and sugar solution, 
a.k.a simple syrup. 
*kataplan: 
porridge-like 
mixture 
used 
externally 
for wounds or parts of the 
body that are painful or 
swollen 
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast of 
the island, standing alone 
on a windswept and bar- 
ren land stands a popular 
Aruba landmark – a large 
anchor. It overlooks the 
sea just beyond, watching 
over the shipping lanes. It 
stands there in memory 
and in honor of all seamen 
who have lost their life at 
sea. 


Where to Find the Anchor? 
The anchor is a “must see” 
landmark when you visit 
Aruba. It is among the most 
photographed 
historical 
landmarks for the island. 
You want to make sure you 
add this stop on your itiner- 
ary when your visiting the 
south coast of Aruba. The 
bright red anchor against 
the backdrop of the deep 
blue Caribbean sea and 
the azure blue skies, make 
a great backdrop for your 
vacation pictures. 


The anchor is located at 
the entrance to Gate 6 to 
the former Lago Colony. It 
is on the outskirts of Seroe 
Colorado, on the south east 
point of the island at the “T” 
junction to Baby Beach. 
Depending on where you 


are staying on the island, 
follow the signs that in- 
dicate the way to Baby 
Beach. Once you reach 
the T-junction, it will be right 
in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 
It will be hard to miss the 
anchor, it’s huge! The an- 
chor that weighs 21,772 ki- 
los, is approximately 10 feet 
6 inches wide and 15 feet, 6 
inches tall. 
On the anchor there are 
some numbers. The 4112 
and 4115, which are be- 
lieved to be the serial num- 
bers that refer to the “fluke” 
or horizontal and vertical 
parts of the anchor, respec- 
tively. The number 21772K 
refers to the weight of the 
anchor in kilos. 
This type of anchor was 
manufactured by Hoesch 
Dortmund 
Horde, 
at 
a 
foundry located in Germa- 
ny. 


Where 
did 
the 
Anchor 
Come From? 
There are a number of sto- 
ries as to the origins of the 
anchor, which one do you 
think it was? (Unfortunately 
the mystery has never been 


solved, so your imagination 
can pick which one you 
think it might be!) 


Story 1: 
“According to Mr. Man- 
uel M. Curiel, an ex-Lago 
Tug Captain, a fully laden 
VLCC (Very Large Crude 
Carrier) was seeking a 
mooring at the 15-mile an- 
chorage, known as Bara, 
on the southern part of the 
island. This is the usual shal- 
low mooring location for 
ships awaiting orders, etc. 
The weather was rough 
with strong current. The 
normal procedure is that 
they would walk out three 
shackles (about 90 feet) 
until the anchor touches 
the bottom while the chain 
must rest on the bottom. 
Subsequently, they will walk 
out some extra shackles 
and when the ship starts 
to swing or lean on one 
side, the anchor is properly 
set. Because of the rough 
weather, 
unfortunately 
they did not get the time to 
walk out the extra tackles 
and because of the ten- 
sion exerted on the winch, 
it broke, and they lost the 
anchor and its chain.“ 


Story 2: 
“Mr. Curiel also said that 
at one time a small tanker 
with a Korean crew, while 
lifting their anchor also lift- 
ed another anchor near 
the inner harbor. When the 
ship asked for assistance, 
he went with his tugboat 
along with a barge, to help. 
But eventually they had to 
cut the chain and let the 
anchor go to the bottom 
because they could not 
untangle them. ” 


How Did The Anchor Be- 
come a Landmark? 
Sometime between 1980 
and 1985, three gentlemen 
(Mr. Wim Martinus – the 
Harbormaster 
of 
Aruba; 
Mr. August Genser – the 
ex-Division Superintendent 
of Lago’s Laboratory; and 
Mr. Willie Davis – Owner 
of Filtec at Zeewijk in San 
Nicolas), were having a 
conversation with Mr. Char- 
lie Brouns Jr. at his famous 
Charlie’s Bar and Restau- 
rant in San Nicolas. Charlie, 
who was a visionary and 
had dreams for develop- 


ing the San Nicolas area, 
told these gentlemen that 
he would like to come up 
with something innovative 
for the San Nicolas area to 
draw tourism to the area. 


The “anchor”, which at that 
time was being stored at 
the Oranjestad harbor, was 
suggested as an option. 
Charlie liked the idea! He 
then contacted the Presi- 
dent of Lago for permission 
to acquire the anchor. He 
was 
granted 
permission 
and the anchor was then 
relocated to its present lo- 
cation and dedicated “To 
All Seamen” on the occa- 
sion of the closing of the 
Lago Oil Refinery on March 
31, 1985. 


Through the Years 
Through the years the An- 
chor was slowly weather- 
ing from the wind and salt. 
As time passed, sadly the 
origin and purpose of the 
anchor slowly faded away 
from people’s memories. 


After Charles Brouns Jr died 
on September 15, 2004, his 
friend Mr. Sam Speziale, 
requested assistance from 
the management of Vale- 
ro Aruba Refinery to help 
maintain the monument. 
The Valero Aruba Refinery, 
graciously 
sandblasted 


and painted the anchor 
and poured a concrete 
pad around it. On April 17, 
2005, the anchor monu- 
ment was rededicated “To 
All Seamen” in a formal 
ceremony in memory of 
Charles Brouns Jr. 


Today, the anchor stands 
both as memorial to all sea- 
man who have lost their 
lives at sea, but also as a 
silent reminder that Seroe 
Colorado is part of San 
Nicolas and that San Nico- 
las is still a vibrant and im- 
portant part of the island of 
Aruba. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your 
visit to the south end of the 
island, you will want to in- 
clude in your itinerary the 
many things to see and 
do there. The anchor will 
be just one of these stops, 
(keep an eye out for our fu- 
ture editions, we publish our 
recommendations!). 


With that being said, I have 
to say, if you enjoy catch- 
ing a sunrise, the anchor is 
one of the best places on 
the island to catch the sun- 
rise. But in reality, anytime 
is a good time to visit, de- 
pending on your personal 
schedule. 
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Today is going to be a good day 


(Oranjestad)—Here’s why: Aruba Today col- 
lected some things to do BEYOND the beach. 
Yes, we know. Aruba, located 15 miles north of 
Venezuela in the warm waters of the southern 
Caribbean, is home to beautiful white-sand 
beaches, 82-degree days, and thus ideal for 
the perfect beach day. But we are also blessed 
with some of the warmest people in the world 
and our island is 19.6 miles long and 6 miles 
across, with a total area of 70 square miles. Bit 
more to discover than the white stretch on the 
coastline we say. Let’s mention some of these 
hidden gems. 


Nature Calls 


The Arikok National park is worth the ride. We 
love the hikes that are guided by the park’s 
rangers whose job is to maintain trails and pro- 
tect natural resources. The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the historical sites tell you about 
the island’s indigenous roots. The guided tours 
are even free of charge. If you are not up to 
walking, you can drive through the park, one 
way or another this park is a great place to 
spend an entire day. Cruising through the land- 
scape you end up at some of the most stunning 
beaches like Dos Playa or Daimara Beach. In 
Total the park consists of 7907 acres protected 
nature with a richness of animals living in it. The 
Aruban whiptail lizard (cododo), Aruban cat 
eye snake (santanero) and endangered rattle 
snake (cascabel) are just some of them, you 
can also admire these close in the park’s Visi- 
tors’ Center. For more information, visit the web- 
site www.arubanationalpark.org 


Philip’s Animal Garden 


To stay with the animals, let’s hop to an amaz- 
ing place. Something different to do, an expe- 
rience that is to be enjoyed by people of all 
ages. Welcome to Philip’s Animal Garden. We 
are not talking about a zoo here, this is actu- 
ally a sanctuary for all types of creatures, from 
horses to peacocks, kangaroos to turtles, mon- 


keys, goats, and many, many more different 
species. The place was founded in 2009 and it 
is the only organization rescuing and rehabilitat- 
ing exotic animals in Aruba, which has resulted 
in an amazing collection of these animals. They 
provide a suitable living environment for all 
the rescued animals. Up until now the owner, 
Philip, has built this shelter with his own efforts; 
building all the cages from scratch, designing 
all structures and welding them with his own 
bare hands. His goal is to upgrade the facilities 
to a world-class animal shelter with veterinary 
care and round-the-clock staffs. With the input 
from the Aruban community and visitors they 
provide the best care for these animals. Please 
check out their website for more information: 
www.philipsanimalgarden.com. 


The Lighthouse 


No, you would not think of this as a hidden gem. 
The California Lighthouse is actually one of the 
most known highlights in Aruba and many re- 
peated guests most probably took the ride up- 
hill already. But, there is a significant change to 
this tower. Since September 2016 you can climb 
the top. In 2015 Stichting Monumentenfonds 
started the restoration of the California Light- 
house. The project finished in September 2016 
and the Lighthouse is now open for visitors to 
enjoy the beautiful view from the top. The con- 
struction of the California Lighthouse started in 
1915. The name ‘California’ came from a vessel 
of the West India Company and Pacific Steam- 
ship Co. called ‘California’ that shipwrecked in 
the area in 1891. Therefore they came up with 
the idea of building a lighthouse that could in- 
dicate the island’s eastern tip to ships with its 
light. www.arubalighthouse.com will give you 
more information. 


Kayak in the Mangroves 


Mangel Halto at Savaneta is definitely a place 
not to miss out on. The beautiful beach with the 
natural mangroves is simply a beauty, but if you 
are into a more active way to enjoy the nature: 


take a kayak. While you are doing some work- 
out -as it might get a little windy and rough-, 
you will see the island from a different perspec- 
tive. You can even make a stop to do some 
snorkeling at the reef. Its fun, it’s healthy and for 
sure something else. There are several compa- 
nies that offer kayak tours, we had good expe- 
rience with The Shack Kayak Tours Aruba, find 
them on Facebook. 


Take an “off-road” sightseeing tour 


A must-do activity on the island is for sure tak- 
ing an off-road sightseeing tour. If you have a 
rented car, you can drive through the north- 
eastern side of Aruba and explore the natural 
pools, caves, rock formations and gorgeous 
view of the Atlantic Ocean. To access most of 
these sights, like the natural pool (Conchi) and 
the Guadirikiri and Fontein caves, you must en- 
ter through the Arikok National Park and buy a 
day pass. Then you drive up the rugged road 
that leads you through the white dunes, caves 
and along the wind turbines. Other locations, 
like the Ayo and Casibari Rock formation are 
situated more in the center of the island, and 
are free for guests, 24 hours a day. 
Go for a shopping spree in the city center 


Need a new bathing suit? Head to the city 
center of Oranjestad, where there is countless 
of different stores—both high end and more af- 
fordable—that can offer you the service you 
deserve! Local shopping stores often offer a 
more affordable price, and have a variety of 
clothes, shoes, bathing suites, purses and more. 
Along the Royal Plaza strip, there are numerous 
jewelry stores with great quality jewelry. In the 
Renaissance mall, you can shop high-end luxu- 
ry brands, like Dolce & Gabbana, Kate Spade, 
Louis Vuitton and more. 
Around the high-rise hotel area near Palm 
Beach, the Paseo Herencia Mall contain a va- 
riety of shopping stores, restaurants, small food 
stands and even a movie theater! 
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Deal to force multinational companies to pay a minimum tax is 
marred by loopholes 


By PAUL WISEMAN 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — An 
ambitious 
2021 
agree- 
ment by more than 140 
countries and territories to 
weed out tax havens and 
force multinational corpo- 
rations to pay a minimum 
tax has been weakened 
by loopholes and will raise 
only a fraction of the rev- 
enue that was envisioned, 
a tax watchdog backed 
by the European Union has 
warned. 
The landmark agreement, 
brokered by the Organiza- 
tion for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development, 
set a minimum global cor- 
porate tax of 15%. The idea 
was to stop multinational 
corporations, among them 
Apple and Nike, from using 
accounting and legal ma- 
neuvers to shift earnings to 
low- or no-tax havens. 
Those havens are typically 
places like Bermuda and 
the Cayman Islands where 
the 
companies 
actually 
do little or no business. The 
companies’ 
maneuvers 
result in lost tax revenue of 
$100 billion to $240 billion a 
year, the OECD has said. 
According to the report, 


being released Monday by 
the EU Tax Observatory, the 
agreement was expected 
to raise an amount equal to 
nearly 10% of global corpo- 
rate tax revenue. Instead, 
because the plan has been 
weakened, it says the mini- 
mum tax will generate only 
half that — less than 5% of 
corporate tax revenue. 
Much of the hoped-for rev- 
enue has been drained 
away by loopholes, some 
of them introduced as the 
OECD has been refining 
details of the agreement, 
which has yet to take ef- 
fect. The watchdog group 
estimates that a 15% mini- 
mum tax could have raised 
roughly $270 billion in 2023. 
With the loopholes, it says, 
that figure drops to about 
$136 billion. 
Over 
the 
summer, 
the 
OECD agreed to delay for 
at least a year — until 2026 
— a provision that would 
have let foreign countries 
impose 
additional 
taxes 
on U.S. multinational com- 
panies that failed to pay 
at least a 15% rate on their 
overseas earnings. 
The EU Tax Observatory 
noted that even under the 
rules of the 2021 agree- 


ment, companies would 
maintain some ability to 
evade taxes. Companies 
that have tangible busi- 
nesses — factories, ware- 
houses, stores and offices 
— operating in a particular 
country, for example, could 
continue to pay a tax rate 
below 15%. That carveout, 
the EU Tax Observatory 
warned, could “give firms 
incentives to move produc- 
tion to countries with tax 
rates below 15%.” 
“This 
risks 
exacerbating 
the 
race-to-the-bottom 
with corporate income tax 
rates,” it said. 
Another 
loophole 
lets 
countries offer tax credits, 
for such things as conduct- 


ing research and investing 
in local factories, that can 
reduce 
companies’ 
tax 
rates below the 15% mark 
and still comply with the 
2021 agreement. 
The Tax Observatory also 
expressed 
concern 
that 
the race by governments 
to grant tax breaks for 
green technologies to fight 
climate 
change 
“raises 
some of the same issues as 
standard tax competition. 
It 
depletes 
government 
revenues.” 
It also “risks increasing in- 
equality by boosting the 
after-tax profits of share- 
holders, who tend to be 
towards the top of the in- 
come distribution,” it said. 


The EU Tax Observatory isn’t 
calling for an outright ban 
on green-technology sub- 
sidies. But it is urging gov- 
ernments to consider other 
policies to offset the finan- 
cial gains to the wealthy 
from such tax breaks. 
The group said that multi- 
national corporations shift- 
ed $1 trillion — 35% of the 
profits they earned outside 
their home countries — 
to tax havens. American 
companies 
account 
for 
about 40% of such global 
profit shifting. 
Last week, U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen said 
the minimum-tax agree- 
ment wouldn’t be finalized 
until 2024. 
“There are some matters 
that are important to the 
United States and other 
countries that remain unre- 
solved — open issues that 
still must be resolved before 
the treaty can be signed,” 
she said after meeting with 
European finance ministers. 
The EU Tax Observatory is 
run by Gabriel Zucman, a 
leading economist and tax- 
and-inequality researcher 
of the Paris School of Eco- 
nomics and the University 
of California, Berkeley.q 


The Nike logo is shown on a store in Miami Beach, Fla. on Aug. 8, 2017. 


Associated Press 


Spirit Airlines cancels dozens of flights to inspect some of its planes. 
Disruptions will last days 


By DAVID KOENIG 
AP Airlines Writer 
Spirit 
Airlines 
canceled 
about 100 flights on Friday 
after pulling some planes 
out of service for inspec- 
tions, and the airline ex- 
pects the disruptions to last 
several days. 
Spirit did not describe the 
nature of the inspections 
and did not respond when 
asked for further informa- 
tion, but the Federal Avia- 
tion 
Administration 
said 
it involved inspection of 
brackets on the planes’ air- 
frames. 
By late Friday afternoon, 
Spirit had canceled 11% 
of its schedule for the day, 
easily the highest percent- 
age of scrubbed flights 
among leading U.S. carri- 
ers, according to tracking 
service FlightAware. 


“We’ve cancelled a por- 
tion of our scheduled flights 
to perform a necessary in- 
spection of a small section 
of 25 of our aircraft,” Spirit 
said in a statement. “The 
impact to our network is 
expected to last several 
days as we complete the 
inspections and work to re- 
turn to normal operations.” 
The FAA said it was aware 
of Spirit’s decision to pull 


the planes from service 
for a “mandatory main- 
tenance inspection.” The 
inspections are required 
to look for signs of crack- 
ing around fasteners that 
attach pressure panels to 
beams on the planes’ air- 
frames, according to an 
FAA document. 
If undetected, the cracks 
could lead to reduced 
structural 
integrity 
“and 
possible rapid decompres- 


sion of the airplane,” ac- 
cording to the document. 
Fatigue cracks in the frames 
of planes are a long-known 
risk. The inspections that 
Spirit is conducting have 
been required by Euro- 
pean and U.S. regulators 
for many years and were 
last updated by the FAA in 
2018. 
The FAA said that for the 
Spirit planes, it “will ensure 
that the matter is addressed 


before the airplanes are re- 
turned to service.” 
Spirit had 198 planes as of 
June 30, all of them variants 
of the Airbus A320 family, 
according to a company 
regulatory filing. 
The airline told customers 
to check the status of their 
flight before going to the 
airport. 
About half of the Spirit can- 
cellations were at Florida’s 
Orlando International Air- 
port, where Spirit is the sec- 
ond-largest carrier. 
Spirit, which is based in Mi- 
ramar, Florida, has can- 
celed more than 3,600 
flights this year, or 1.5% of its 
schedule. That is lower than 
the 2% cancellation rate 
at Frontier Airlines, a similar 
budget carrier, and rates 
for JetBlue Airways and 
United Airlines.q 


A Spirit Airlines jet approaches 
Philadelphia 
International 
Airport in Philadelphia, Feb. 
24, 2021. 
Associated Press 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Dakota: tel. 588 4908 
San Nicolas: tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 
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Ohio embraced the ‘science of reading.’ Now a 
popular reading program is suing 


By JULIE CARR SMYTH and 
HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH 
Associated Press 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
The battle over how to 
teach reading has landed 
in court. 
With momentum shifting in 
favor of research-backed 
strategies known as the 
“science of reading,” states 
and some school districts 
have been ditching once 
popular 
programs 
amid 
concerns that they aren’t 
effective. 
A legal fight in Ohio centers 
on a state ban of material 
that uses a common tech- 
nique called three-cueing. 
It involves encouraging stu- 
dents to draw on meaning, 
sentence structure and vi- 
sual clues to identify words, 
asking questions like: “What 
is going to happen next?,” 
“What is the first letter of the 
word?” or “What clues do 
the pictures offer?” 
The technique is a key part 
of the Reading Recov- 
ery program used in more 
than 2,400 U.S. elementary 
schools. The Reading Re- 
covery Council of North 
America filed a lawsuit 
earlier this month, saying 
lawmakers infringed on the 
powers of state and local 
education boards by using 
a budget bill to ban three- 
cueing. 
Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine, 
a Republican, blasted the 
lawsuit, calling evidence 
in favor of the science 
of 
reading 
“abundantly 
clear.” 
“Now we have a lawsuit 
being filed by people who 
just want to make money,” 
he told reporters this week. 
“They’re upset that they’re 
not going to be able to 
make 
money 
anymore. 
They don’t care about kids, 
and I think Ohioans ought 
to be very angry about 
that type of a lawsuit.” 
The 
Reading 
Recovery 
Council, the nonprofit that 
operates 
the 
program, 
didn’t 
immediately 
re- 
spond to a message seek- 
ing comment. But it said 
on the platform formerly 
known as Twitter that it will 
fight for evidence-based 
reading instruction “as de- 
fined by educators and 
researchers, not politicians 


and corporate interests.” 
Proponents of the science 
of reading argue students 
need detailed instruction 
on the building blocks of 
reading. The push was led 
by parents of children with 
dyslexia, who need sys- 
tematic instruction to read. 
It gained steam during 
the pandemic as schools 
looked for ways to regain 
ground lost during the pan- 
demic. 
Reading Recovery is not 
the only program to find it- 
self on the outs. 
Last month, the Columbia 
University’s Teachers Col- 
lege announced it was 
shutting down a reading 
program that also em- 
ployed three-cueing and 
was founded by education 
guru Lucy Calkins. 
Once used in hundreds 
of New York City public 
schools and thousands of 
others nationwide, Calkins’ 
“Units of Study” found it- 


self facing scrutiny. Calkins 
added more phonics to 
appease her critics, but it 
was too late. 
New York City, whose may- 
or often talks about his per- 
sonal struggle with dyslexia, 
dropped her program. And 
several other states, includ- 
ing 
Arkansas, 
Louisiana 
and Virginia, have banned 
schools from using methods 
based on three-cueing. 
Mike McGovern, president 
of the International Dys- 
lexia Association of Central 
Ohio, said his organization 
is behind the governor in 
the legal fight. 
“It’s about money,” he 
said, of the lawsuit. “Like 
any business they have to 
fight back.” 
In Ohio, the latest state 
operating budget bill stip- 
ulates that by the next 
school year, all schools 
must use reading programs 
that have been approved 
by the state. 


In its lawsuit, the Worthing- 
ton, Ohio-based Reading 
Recovery Council of North 
America argued a budget 
bill cannot set policy. Under 
the state’s constitution, that 
role is left to the state Board 
of Education — some of 
whose members also have 
sued the state over budget 
provisions that restructure 
the state’s Education De- 
partment and curtail their 
authority. 
Under the state law, which 
the suit describes as “con- 
tradictory, 
and 
indeci- 
pherable,” the only time 
three-cuing is allowed is if a 
district get a waiver or the 
approach is part of a stu- 
dent’s special education 
plan. 
One recent blow to the 
program 
is 
a 
federally 
funded study that found 
students who received the 
program’s intensive one- 
on-one help as struggling 
first-graders had lower test 
scores years later than a 
similar cohort that didn’t 
participate.q 


Books sit on shelves in an elementary school library in suburban 
Atlanta, on Friday, Aug. 18, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Bill Belichick gets 300th regular-season win as Patriots beat Bills 
29-25 


By The Associated Press 
FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) 
— Mac Jones threw a 
1-yard touchdown pass to 
Mike Gesicki with 12 sec- 
onds remaining to lift the 
New England Patriots to a 
29-25 win over the Buffalo 
Bills on Sunday, making Bill 
Belichick the third coach in 
NFL history with 300 regular- 
season victories. 
Belichick joins Pro Football 
Hall of Famers Don Shula 
(328) and George Halas 
(318) as the only coaches 
to reach the milestone. 
Jones completed 25 of 30 
passes for 272 yards and 
two touchdowns as the 
Patriots (2-5) snapped a 
three-game skid. Ezekiel El- 
liott rushed for a score and 
rookie Chad Ryland added 
three field goals to help 
the Patriots beat back a 
second-half rally by Buffalo 
(4-3), which briefly took the 
lead late in the fourth quar- 
ter. 
Josh Allen was 27 of 41 for 
265 yards with two TDs ran 
for a score. He also threw 
an interception that set up 
New England’s first touch- 
down. The Bills struggled 
on third down and scored 
touchdowns on only two of 
their four red-zone opportu- 
nities. 
Allen led two touchdown 
drives late in the fourth 
quarter to turn a 22-10 defi- 
cit into a 25-10 lead for Buf- 
falo. 
Jones began the decisive 
drive with a short pass to 
Rhamondre Stevenson that 
turned into a 34-yard gain. 
He hit Hunter Harvey for 14 
yards on a third-and-8, and 
the Patriots had a first-and- 
goal after six plays. A pass- 
interference 
penalty 
set 
them up at the Buffalo 1, 
and Jones connected with 
Gesicki on second down. 
RAVENS 38, LIONS 6 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Lamar 
Jackson guided Baltimore 
to touchdowns on its first 
four possessions of a domi- 
nant first half, and the Ra- 
vens trounced Detroit in a 
matchup of division leaders 
that was lopsided from the 
start. 
Baltimore (5-2) was up 28-0 
before the NFC North-lead- 
ing Lions (5-2) even man- 


aged a first down. It was 
the most complete perfor- 
mance of the season by 
the Ravens, and a resur- 
gent Detroit squad fell flat 
while facing a major test on 
the road. 
Jackson went 21 of 27 for 
357 yards and three touch- 
downs, 
finishing 
with 
a 
near-perfect passer rating 
of 155.8. He also ran for a 
TD. Jackson had great suc- 
cess with deep passes, of- 
ten finding receivers open 
in the secondary with plen- 
ty of room to run. Baltimore 
protected Jackson well, 
and when that started to 
break down, his scrambling 
kept plays going. 
Jackson opened the scor- 
ing with a 7-yard bootleg 
on fourth-and-1. On his 
team’s 
next 
possession, 
he escaped the pocket to 
the right and extended the 
play long enough to find 
Nelson Agholor for a 12- 
yard touchdown. 
An 11-yard TD pass to Mark 
Andrews made it 21-0, and 
then Gus Edwards scored 
on a 2-yard run. At that 
point, the Lions had only 
managed three three-and- 
outs. Baltimore had a 28-0 
lead, a 16-0 edge in first 
downs and a 325-13 ad- 
vantage in total yards. 
Baltimore has allowed a 


league-low seven touch- 
downs this season. 
BROWNS 39, COLTS 38 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Ka- 
reem Hunt scored on a 
1-yard touchdown plunge 
with 15 seconds left, cap- 
ping an 80-yard touch- 
down 
drive 
that 
gave 
Cleveland a win over India- 
napolis. 
Backup quarterback P.J. 
Walker used all but 15 sec- 
onds of the final 2:35 to rally 
the Browns for the second 
consecutive 
week, 
this 
time taking advantage of 
debatable 
back-to-back 
defensive penalties against 
the Colts, an illegal contact 
and a defensive pass inter- 
ference call — both on cor- 
nerback Darrell Baker Jr. 
The first penalty nullified 
a fumble recovery by the 
Colts. The second put the 
ball at the 1-yard line, set- 
ting up Hunt’s fourth-down 
score. Hunt had 10 carries 
for 31 yards and two TDs. 
Walker rallied Cleveland 
(4-2) for the second straight 
week. This time it was in 
relief of Deshaun Watson, 
who started his first game 
since Sept. 24 but left in the 
first quarter after taking a 
big hit. Watson was cleared 
after being evaluated for 
a head injury but did not 
return to avoid aggravat- 


ing his already injured right 
shoulder. 
The Colts (3-4) lost their 
second straight as Gard- 
ner Minshew committed 
four 
more 
turnovers 
— 
three of which Cleveland 
turned into scores. Minshew 
hooked up with Michael 
Pittman Jr. on a 75-yard TD 
pass to give the Colts a 38- 
33 lead, but they couldn’t 
hold it. 
Browns defensive end Myl- 
es Garrett dominated the 
game. He had nine tack- 
les, two strip-sacks and 
blocked a 60-yard field 
goal attempt. 
Cleveland’s Dustin Hopkins 
broke the NFL record by 
making a field goal of 50 or 
more yards in a fifth straight 
game. He converted two 
54-yarders and a 58-yarder. 
Minshew was 15 of 23 for 
305 yards with two touch- 
downs and an intercep- 
tion. He also ran for a ca- 
reer-high two scores. 
GIANTS 14, COMMANDERS 
7 
EAST 
RUTHERFORD, 
N.J. 
(AP) — Tyrod Taylor threw 
two second-quarter touch- 
down passes and New 
York’s defense had six sacks 
and made a last-minute 
stand to beat Washington, 
snapping a four-game skid. 
Taylor, starting for the sec- 


ond straight week with 
Daniel Jones sidelined with 
a neck injury, hit Darren 
Waller from 15 yards and 
added a 32-yard TD pass to 
Saquon Barkley as New York 
(2-5) scored its first offensive 
first-half touchdowns of the 
season. He finished 18 of 29 
for 279 yards. 
Dexter Lawrence had two 
sacks for New York and 
Kayvon Thibodeaux added 
1 1/2. Chase Young had 
two sacks for the Com- 
manders. 
Brian Robinson Jr. scored on 
a 4-yard run for Washington 
(3-4) early in the third quar- 
ter after Giants veteran 
Sterling Shepard muffed a 
punt and the Command- 
ers, who were limited to 46 
yards in the first half, recov- 
ered at the 21. 
The Giants had to make 
one more stand after Sa- 
quon Barkley lost a fumble 
inside the Washington 5 
and the Commanders re- 
covered. Sam Howell (22 of 
42 for 249 yards) led Wash- 
ington to a first-and-10 at 
the New York 12. His pass 
on fourth-and-5 to Jahan 
Dotson was incomplete. 
In other NFL games it was 
ATLANTA 16, TAMPA BAY 
13; CHICAGO 30, LAS VE- 
GAS 12 


New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick looks towards the scoreboard during the first half of an NFL football game against 
the Buffalo Bills, Sunday, Oct. 22, 2023, in Foxborough, Mass. 
Associated Press 
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Phillies turn to upcoming free agent Aaron Nola to pitch past Arizona 
and into World Series 


By DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Aar- 
on Nola takes the ball in 
Game 6 of the NL Champi- 
onship Series with a couple 
of familiar questions swirling 
around him. 
Can he pitch the Phillies 
one win closer to a World 
Series? 
If not, might this be the last 
start for Nola in a Phillies uni- 
form? 
The answer to the first que- 
ry is an easy one — a re- 
sounding yes. Nola is 3-0 in 
the postseason — includ- 
ing seven shutout innings 
in the NL wild-card clincher 
against Miami — with a 0.96 
ERA. He has allowed two 
runs in 18 2/3 innings, struck 
out 19 and walked two. 
With a second straight trip 
to the World Series at stake, 
Nola gets the call Monday 
night against Arizona in the 
NLCS. 
Now, as for his last start with 
the Phillies... 
If he wins Monday, he’s sure 
to pitch again. But Nola 
knows 
each 
postseason 
outing has the potential of 
serving as the last one with 
the Phillies as he nears the 
end of his five-year con- 
tract. 
The 30-year-old Nola is eli- 
gible for free agency after 
the World Series because 
his agent and the front of- 
fice broke off negotiations 
in spring training. Nola, 
the longest-tenured Phillie, 
wanted to stay focused this 
season on doing his part 
to win the Phillies their first 
World Series since 2008. 
With each shutdown inning 
in the postseason, Nola has 
significantly added value to 
his next contract. He’s also 
made it clear, he doesn’t 
want to go far to find a 
new team. In fact, he kind 
of likes the one he’s played 
for in all nine MLB seasons. 


Nola wants to stay in Philly. 
“I really do. I love it here,” 
he said. “Obviously, it’s 
the only place I’ve been. 
I came up through some 
special times in the rebuild- 
ing era. To be on a team 
like I am now, it’s really cool 
and special to see and to 
be a part of all the success 
and failures to get to where 
we are now.” 
Throw Angels two-way All- 
Star Shohei Ohtani out of 


the picture and the mar- 
ket for free-agent pitchers 
is thin. Especially one with 
a resume like Nola’s -- five 
seasons of 200-plus strike- 
outs, five seasons of 30-plus 
starts, and a 90-71 career 
record. 
Nola endured three straight 
90-loss seasons with the 
Phillies before the arrivals 
of Bryce Harper, J.T. Real- 
muto, Kyle Schwarber and 
fellow ace Zack Wheeler 


turned the Phillies into con- 
tenders. 
He wants to see it through 
with a World Series parade. 
“Each year better players 
came through, better guys 
coming through, forming 
new relationships, so obvi- 
ously I love that part about 
it,” Nola said. 
The Phillies clubhouse has 
been a family environment, 
to be sure. Teammates Nick 
Castellanos, Harper and 


Wheeler have made their 
kids as much a part of the 
Phillies as the “Daycare” 
kids — the nickname given 
to young players like Alec 
Bohm, Bryson Stott and 
Brandon Marsh. 
“I see so many kids running 
around the clubhouse and 
guys and their sons and 
daughters,” he said. “It’s 
pretty cool to see.”q 
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Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart of Costa Linda 
Beach Resort. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Palm Beach – When you think of a restaurant 
that pleases the needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all different tastes? 
Think Water’s Edge Restaurant. Located at the 
shore of Aruba’s most wonderful beach, The 
Eagle Beach Aruba. Water’s Edge Restaurant 
is guaranteed to serve you a fantastic magical 
night to remember. Whether you prefer to enjoy 
the view from indoors air conditioned comfort, 
outdoors in the soft tropical breeze or under a 
palapa with your toes in the sand. This spectac- 
ular restaurant offers the best ocean view sunset 
or sky full of stars dinner while the crispy Carib- 
bean night wind caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there will be a great 
staff welcoming you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense menu with a 
great variety of appetizers, main courses and 
delicious desserts will not disappoint. Seafood, 
Steaks and international favorites. All on one 
menu specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic journey with a scrump- 
tious appetizer such as the Maryland Crab 
Cakes, maybe the Crispy Calamari or the 
mouthwatering creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic French Onion 
Soup, a Lobster Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp wedge of fresh ro- 
maine lettuce topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced tomatoes, chopped 
bacon, caramelized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic reduction. 
This followed by the Chef’s special of seafood 
such as Fresh salmon filet seasoned and grilled, 
topped with lemon cilantro butter and served 
with homemade mashed potatoes and fresh as- 
paragus, a nice plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fettuccine Alfredo. 
Meat Lovers will have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tomahawk” Rib-Eye, 
pan seared in garlic infused oil and finished in 


the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip Loin, seasoned & 
grilled. All our steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly cracked black 
pepper. Served with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and a choice of red 
wine reduction, green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue cheese butter. 
For extra sides the options are delectable. Fresh 
asparagus, seasonal vegetables, mashed or 
baked potatoes, fries or rice and beans. Com- 
bine your personal choice with one of the most 
exclusive wine from the great selection of in- 
ternational wines to compliment your dish. Kids 
will enjoy every item of the specially compiled 
kids menu and there are also optional dishes for 
all vegans, vegetarians and gluten-free guests. 
To end the culinary voyage with some luscious 
sweetness, the desserts are wild. From a piece 
of coconut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot cake, 
chocolate brownie or our classic Tiramisu with 
kahlua and amaretto served with chocolate 
sauce and coffee jelly. Not to mention the fresh 
and light piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday dinner, here you 
will receive a nice bottle of champagne to take 
home with you to extend your experience even 
further whether on the beach or your own pri- 
vate balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the week, there is a dif- 
ferent live entertainment by the best local art- 
ists for you to enjoy. Whether you’re in a roman- 
tic mood, or more in a swinging mood, there is 
absolutely a night especially for you where you 
can combine great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In addition, Wa- 
ter’s Edge offers three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again from 9pm- 
10pm with all premium brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, lunch or din- 
ner, Water’s Edge Restaurant & Bar offers a 
relaxed and inspirational dining experience 
overlooking the beautiful Eagle Beach with 
spectacular ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appetizers or a night 
of pampering and relaxation. 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 8am – 11pm 
To reserve your table please call +297 583-8000 
/ ext 8106 or direct line +297 586-9494 
For more information about the menus, enter- 
tainment and hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is where magnifi- 
cent beach views, amazing food and ex- 


cellent service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 


From the bottom of our hearts, we would 
like to Thank all of our guests who showed 
us so much love and support all through 
2021, and hopefully will continue to do so 
in 2022. What we are most grateful for is 
that we could get back to doing what we 
love, which is looking after our guests. So, 
thank you for every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
very to-go order, every glass of wine, every 
birthday, anniversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. To our new 
guests, Welcome! We hope you to see you 


back soon! 


